Rather, as used in section 3(h) and as defined in section 3(i),
"work of preparing coal" connotes a process, usually performed by the
mine operator engaged in the extraction of the coal or by custom pre-
paration facilities, undertaken to make coal suitable for a particular
use or to meet market specifications, J>/  In the present case, although
Elam performs several of the functions included in the 1977 Act's
definition of coal preparation (i.. e_., storing, breaking, crushing, and
loading), it does so solely to facilitate its loading business and not
to meet customers1 specifications nor to render the coal fit for any
particular use. We therefore conclude that Elam's facility is not a
"mine" subject to the coverage of the 1977 Mine Act.

Accordingly, the decision of the administrative law judge is
affirmed.

A. E. Lawson, ICommissloner

5/     See,

the following descriptions  of  coal preparation:

Purpose of coal preparation is to increase the value of fuel by
making it more suitable for uses of  the consumer.     This is done by:
(a)   screening or sizing;   (b)  mixing or blending;   (c)  cleaning.     By
combining any 2 or all of these methods,   coal can be prepared to
"standard specifications.    A.preparation plant should produce"clean
coal,   and refuse free of saleable coal.

R.   Peele,   ed. ,  Mining Engineers'   Handbook,   Vol.   II,   at 35-02  (3rd  ed.

1941),     Also.;

coal preparation,  a. A collective term for physical and mechani-
cal processes applied to coal to make it suitable for a parti-
cular use.

preparation, a. Treatment of ore or coal to reject waste....
b. The process of preparing run-of-mine coal to meet market speci-
fications by washing and sizing.

Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department of Interior, A Dictionary of Mining,

Mineral, and Related Terms 226, 859 (1968).
